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A compelling story of two intertwined journeys: a Jewish refugee family fleeing persecution and a
young man seeking to reclaim a shattered past. In the twilight of the Cold War (the late 1980s), nine-
year old Lev Golinkin and his family cross the Soviet border with only ten suitcases, $600, and the
vague promise of help awaiting in Vienna. Years later, Lev, now an American adult, sets out to retrace
his family's long trek, locate the strangers who fought for his freedom, and in the process, gain a
future by understanding his past.

Lev Golinkin's memoir is the vivid, darkly comic, and poignant story of a young boy in the confusing and
often chilling final decade of the Soviet Union. It's also the story of Lev Golinkin, the American man who
finally confronts his buried past by returning to Austria and Eastern Europe to track down the strangers who
made his escape possible . . . and say thank you. Written with biting, acerbic wit and emotional honesty in
the vein of Gary Shteyngart, Jonathan Safran Foer, and David Bezmozgis, Golinkin's search for personal
identity set against the relentless currents of history is more than a memoir—it's a portrait of a lost era. This
is a thrilling tale of escape and survival, a deeply personal look at the life of a Jewish child caught in the last
gasp of the Soviet Union, and a provocative investigation into the power of hatred and the search for
belonging. Lev Golinkin achieves an amazing feat—and it marks the debut of a fiercely intelligent, defiant,
and unforgettable new voice.
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From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

This A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka: A Memoir book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka: A Memoir without
we know teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be
worry A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka: A Memoir can bring if you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This A
Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka: A Memoir having good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Lynda Wright:

This book untitled A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka: A Memoir to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Phyllis Force:

The actual book A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka: A Memoir has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.

Wilma Richards:

You can get this A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka: A Memoir by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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